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in Native Americans, and 1.5 more like-
ly in Asian Americans than in White 
Americans. Patients of color also wait 
longer than White patients to receive a 
deceased donor transplant and are less 
likely to receive a living donor trans-
plant. 

While progress is often too slow, in 
the past year alone, we have made sig-
nificant steps to understand and ad-
dress factors leading to the overrepre-
sentation of certain populations with 
chronic kidney disease. Following re-
search from the National Kidney Foun-
dation and the American Society of Ne-
phrology, institutions like the Univer-
sity of Maryland Medicine ended the 
outdated use of race as a factor in diag-
nosing chronic kidney disease. This 
change will lead to earlier diagnosis 
and treatment of Black Americans. 

Not surprisingly, the COVID–19 pan-
demic has had a devastating impact on 
those with severe chronic medical con-
ditions like kidney disease. Patients 
with chronic kidney disease or end- 
stage renal disease are often 
immunocompromised, especially those 
on dialysis or taking immuno-
suppressive medicines as part of the 
process for a kidney transplant. Con-
sequently, people with kidney disease 
are at a higher risk of developing a 
more severe case of, and dying from, 
COVID–19. 

Last year, I reintroduced the Chronic 
Kidney Disease Improvement in Re-
search and Treatment Act with Sen-
ator BLUNT. This legislation takes im-
portant steps to expand kidney disease 
awareness and education, improve the 
accuracy and transparency of end-stage 
renal disease quality programs, 
incentivize innovation in dialysis care, 
and expand patient choices of insur-
ance coverage. 

Nearly one-half of the people suf-
fering from chronic kidney disease do 
not know they have kidney disease be-
cause of inadequate screening pro-
grams and a lack of awareness about 
the disease. My legislation would ex-
pand Medicare’s annual wellness ben-
efit to include kidney disease screening 
for at-risk patients and improve access 
to pre-dialysis kidney education pro-
grams to better manage patients’ kid-
ney disease—an effort that, in some 
cases, could actually prevent kidney 
failure and reduce the $153 billion 
Medicare spends on care for kidney pa-
tients. 

To address health equity issues in 
chronic kidney disease, my legislation 
would also require the Department of 
Health and Human Services to submit 
a report to Congress on national kid-
ney transplantation rates and make 
recommendations on prevention and 
treatment for communities 
disproportionally affected by kidney 
failure. 

Further, my legislation would expand 
choices in health insurance coverage to 
those with end-stage renal disease by 
guaranteeing access to Medigap poli-
cies to all end-stage renal disease 
Medicare beneficiaries, regardless of 

age. Currently, Medicare patients 
under 65, whether disabled or end-stage 
renal disease beneficiaries, do not have 
access to Medigap plans, even though 
Medicare is their primary insurance. 

The best treatment for kidney failure 
is kidney transplantation from a living 
donor, but only a third of kidney trans-
plants are of this type. Over 100,000 
Americans are on the transplant 
waitlist with 90,000 of them waiting for 
a kidney. Only 24,000 kidneys were 
transplanted in 2021. The average wait 
time for a deceased donor kidney trans-
plant is 5 years but can be as long as 10 
years in some States. But with the di-
rect donation from a living donor, the 
average time is 3–6 months. Sadly, 114 
patients in Maryland died while on the 
waitlist in 2021. This is why I am also 
a cosponsor of the Living Donor Pro-
tection Act, which works to remove 
barriers to organ donation and protect 
the rights of and prohibit discrimina-
tion against organ donors, with the 
goal of increasing the number of living 
donors. 

Although the scientific under-
standing of kidney disease has pro-
gressed immensely, significant gaps 
persist, and treatment has remained 
largely the same. Research on kidney 
failure is underfunded compared with 
the costs of treating chronic kidney 
disease and end-stage renal disease. I 
am proud of what the National Insti-
tutes of Health and other Maryland- 
based research institutions have done 
to combat kidney disease and other 
kidney-related illnesses. There is more 
to do, however, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to fight 
kidney diseases and bring relief to the 
millions of Americans who suffer from 
them. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL KENNETH 
FRANKLIN MCKENZIE, JR. 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor U.S. Marine Corps Gen-
eral Kenneth Franklin McKenzie, Jr., 
commander of U.S. Central Command, 
MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, FL. 
General McKenzie is one of our Na-
tion’s finest military officers, and he 
will retire from Active military service 
on April 1, 2022, with nearly 43 years of 
distinguished service to our great Na-
tion. 

General McKenzie, a native of Bir-
mingham, AL, graduated from The 
Citadel in 1979 and was commissioned 
into the Marine Corps as an infantry 
officer. During his distinguished ca-
reer, General McKenzie commanded at 
the platoon, company, battalion, Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit, service com-
ponent, and combatant command lev-
els. As a lieutenant colonel, he com-
manded First Battalion, Sixth Marines. 
As the commanding officer of the 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special 
Operations Capable), he led combat de-
ployments to Afghanistan in 2004 and 
Iraq from 2005 to 2006. From 2006 to 
2007, General McKenzie served as the 
Military Secretary to the 33rd and 34th 
Commandants of the Marine Corps. 

As a general officer, he served on the 
Joint Staff as a Deputy Director of Op-
erations within the National Military 
Command Center. He was also selected 
by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to be the Director of the Chair-
man’s New Administration Transition 
Team, where he coordinated the efforts 
of the Joint Staff and the combatant 
commands during a wartime transition 
of administrations. General McKenzie 
later assumed command of the U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces, Central Com-
mand, and most recently took com-
mand of U.S. Central Command, a posi-
tion he has held since 2019. 

General McKenzie is an honors grad-
uate of the Army Armor Officer Ad-
vanced Course, Marine Corps Command 
and Staff College, and the School of 
Advanced Warfighting. In 1999, he was 
selected as a commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps Fellow and served as a sen-
ior military fellow within the Institute 
for National Strategic Studies at the 
National Defense University. 

At a time of great uncertainty in the 
world, particularly in the Middle East, 
General McKenzie led U.S. Central 
Command through multiple momen-
tous events while deterring Iran, de-
feating ISIS, and securing the region. 
General McKenzie is an exceptional 
leader, selfless servant, and American 
patriot who is committed to our Na-
tion and our interests. With profound 
admiration and deep respect, we pay 
tribute for all he has done for the de-
fense of our Nation for more than four 
decades. 

Today, I am honored to recognize 
General McKenzie’s long and decorated 
career. On behalf of a grateful nation, I 
commend General McKenzie for his 
dedicated service to the United States 
of America. I also wish to recognize the 
sacrifices and contributions made by 
General McKenzie’s wife, Marilyn, as 
well as their son, K.R., daughter-in- 
law, Kristin, and two grandsons, Noah 
and James. We are a nation truly in-
debted to all of the servicemembers, 
veterans, and military families who 
continue to give so much to defend our 
American values and liberties. I extend 
my best wishes to General McKenzie 
and his family on the occasion of his 
retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JIM LAZARUS 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a friend 
and senior member of my team, Jim 
Lazarus, upon his recent retirement 
from public service. Jim has been a key 
adviser to me, in official roles and oth-
erwise, for the past 40 years, and I wish 
him all the very best in retirement. 

Jim has spent nearly 50 years of dedi-
cated service to San Francisco and the 
people of California. After graduating 
from American University and the Uni-
versity of Santa Clara Law School, he 
was admitted to the California Bar in 
1974 and went to work for Governor 
Jerry Brown where he, among other 
things, made strides in protecting the 
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rights of farmworkers. He then served 
as the deputy city attorney for the city 
of San Francisco when I was serving on 
the board of supervisors. 

After a few years in private practice, 
I was lucky enough to bring Jim back 
to city hall in 1983 as executive deputy 
mayor for finance and administration. 
Jim helped run San Francisco, man-
aging our operations and keeping us in 
good financial shape. Jim has said, 
‘‘The best job I ever had was the years 
I was deputy mayor to Feinstein, a 
great job if you’re a San Franciscan 
and love the city.’’ And I will add to 
that: The City of San Francisco bene-
fited greatly from Jim’s legal acumen 
and management during that critical 
time. 

Jim served in a variety of public and 
civic positions after that, including 
with the San Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce, Hunters Point Citizens Ad-
visory Committee, chief of staff to 
Mayor Frank Jordan, and even chief 
operating officer of the San Francisco 
Zoological Society. 

Wherever there was a need to solve a 
problem, Jim was ready and willing to 
go. It was my good fortune to have him 
come back to my office in 1999 as State 
director for my Senate operation. In 
that role, he oversaw the staff across 
our State offices and advocated for 
California’s needs in the U.S. Senate. 

Unfortunately, Jim was a rolling 
stone and returned to the San Fran-
cisco Chamber of Commerce in 2006, 
where he remained for 13 years as sen-
ior VP for public policy. 

Anyone who knows San Francisco 
can imagine how challenging and sen-
sitive that role must be. It combines 
the business interests of cutting-edge 
leaders in high tech, the longstanding 
commercial goals of mainstream U.S. 
businesses, and one of the most chal-
lenging legal and regulatory frame-
works in the United States. 

To my eternal gratitude, I was able 
to convince Jim, at the end of 2018, to 
put off retirement and come back one 
last time to be my State director. He 
was in that position when COVID hit 
the Nation, and our office went into 
overdrive to help Californians get 
through the pandemic and the eco-
nomic collapse. He has overseen the 
State staff through California’s two 
worst fire seasons on record and the 
growing drought. For many months, he 
has been a trusted friend and partner, 
going over the issues of day, business 
before the Senate, and life in San Fran-
cisco. 

Jim’s last day with the Senate was 
February 28, a day fittingly named 
‘‘Jim Lazarus Day’’ in San Francisco 
by Mayor London Breed. His efforts 
have made the city a better place and 
have made me a more effective Sen-
ator. In addition to his work at the 
Federal level, he has been pivotal in 
protecting and strengthening the 
rights of so many Californians, to in-
clude the LGBT community, the busi-
ness community, renters, and those 
seeking clean air and water. He has 

made a huge mark over decades im-
proving the services and culture of San 
Francisco. 

Jim has now retired and plans to 
spend more time with his wife Ann and 
their children Kate, Nicole, Jack, and 
Michael. I have no doubt that he will 
keep his oar in civic life, and I will 
leave the door open for another chat 
over a glass of California Chardonnay. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Swann, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED PETITION 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE S.J. RES. 37 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions be discharged from further consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 37, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention relating to ‘‘Require-
ment for Persons To Wear Masks While on 
Conveyances and at Transportation Hubs’’, 
and, further, that the joint resolution be im-
mediately placed upon the Legislative Cal-
endar under General Orders. 

Rand Paul, Mike Braun, Steve Daines, 
John Hoeven, Mike Lee, James 
Lankford, Cynthia M. Lummis, Tom 
Cotton, Ted Cruz, Tommy Tuberville, 
Roger Marshall, John Barrasso, Marsha 
Blackburn, Joni Ernst, James M. 
Inhofe, Roger F. Wicker, Patrick J. 
Toomey, Josh Hawley, Kevin Cramer, 
Roy Blunt, Ron Johnson, Marco Rubio, 
John Boozman, Rick Scott, Cindy 
Hyde-Smith, John Cornyn, Chuck 
Grassley, James E. Risch, Tim Scott, 
Mitch McConnell. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following joint resolution was 
discharged from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, by petition, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
802(c), and placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 37. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention relating to ‘‘Requirement for 
Persons To Wear Masks While on Convey-
ances and at Transportation Hubs’’. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3401. A communication from the Chief 
Innovation Officer, Rural Housing Service, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law , the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Multi-Family Housing (MFH) Direct Loan 
Programs’’ (RIN0575–AD17) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on 
March 10, 2022; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–3402. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Buprofezin; Pes-
ticide Tolerances’’ (FRL No. 9067–01–OCSPP) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 9, 2022; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–3403. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Novaluron; Pes-
ticide Tolerances’’ (FRL No. 9565–01–OCSPP) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 9, 2022; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–3404. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Army, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to an independent 
assessment of the Department of Defense 
counter-small unmanned aircraft systems 
(C-sUAS) program (OSS–2022–0193); to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–3405. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Army, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the Counter- 
small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (C-sUAS) 
Executive Agend (EA) activities (OSS–2022– 
0194); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. SCHATZ, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, with an amendment: 

S. 648. A bill to amend the Omnibus Public 
Land Management Act of 2009 to make a 
technical correction to the water rights set-
tlement for Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the 
Duck Valley Reservation, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 117–93). 

By Mr. DURBIN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute: 

S. 2614. A bill to provide for the moderniza-
tion of electronic case management systems, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. ERNST: 
S. 3836. A bill to establish within the Exec-

utive Office of the President the Taxpayer 
Watchdog Office; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. HAGERTY: 
S. 3837. A bill to amend the Defense Pro-

duction Act of 1950 to ensure the supply of 
certain medical materials essential to na-
tional defense, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. 
WICKER): 
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